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FOREWORD

T
he security challenges 
facing our nation today 
call for robust, dynamic 

and proactive framework and 
strategy capable of dealing with 
the growing threats. Indeed, a 
strategy that not only tackles 
both local and transnational 
threats, but also recognizes the 
linkages between the two, and 
how they  undermine  our 
common existence is critical to 
finding lasting solutions to these 
malaises. Accordingly, a divergent and convergent 
thinking method where all voices are considered is 
deemed the best framework for tackling these seemingly 
intractable problems. Extensive research through 
constant reading is one of the recommended methods to 
widen our horizons in this regard. The more we read, the 
better we can build up and expand our knowledge, be 
open to fresh ideas and develop new strategies. 

In line with the words of John F Kennedy, “Leadership and 
learning are indispensable from each other,” I remain an 
ardent reader, constantly seeking for opportunities to 
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broaden my perspectives. As the 22nd Chief of the Air 
Staff, I am still in pursuit of ideas and prospects that 
would compel me to think more broadly while engaging in 
constructive discourse. It is for these reasons that I am 
glad that my first Reading List, will enable us as airmen 
and airwomen refocus our thinking towards proffering 
new and innovative ways of solving the various security 
challenges confronting the Nigerian Air Force (NAF) and 
our dear Nation. The listed books were deliberately 
chosen and are not limited to air force or air operations 
but extend to the equally important and relevant spheres 
of leadership, strategy, command, generational shift and 
human resource management. I challenge each of you to 
take deliberate steps towards expanding your horizons 
and understanding of our evolving national and regional 
security environment, the threats we face and the tools 
required to confront them. 

Part of reasons why the NAF remains a force to reckon 
with is hinged on our continuous quest for knowledge and 
our critical thinking mindset. To out-maneuver and out-
fight our current and future adversaries, we must also out-
think their next move. We must therefore continue to 
seek efficient ways of confronting our challenges frontally 
as we join hands to build a better NAF and an even better 
Nigeria. Happy reading!
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